














































































Function of 
Council 

Partici­
pation in 
operating 
organiza­
tions 

Article 78 

The Council may suggest to contracting States 

concerned that they form joint organizations to oper­

ate air services on any routes or in any regions. 

Article 79 

A State may participEtte in joint operating organ­

izations or in pooling arrangements, either through 

its government or through an airline company or com­

panies designated by its government. The companies 

may, at the sole discretion of the Sta.te concerned, be 

state-owned or partly sta.te-owned or privately owned. 

� ll· FINAL PROVISIONS 

CHAPTER XVII 

OTHER AERONAUTICAL AGREEMENTS AND ARRANGEMENTS 

Article 80 

aria and 
Habana 
Conventions 

egistration 
f existing 

reements 

Each contre.cting StB.te undertakes, immediatel y 

upon the coming into force of this Convention, to give 

notice of denunciation of the Convention relating to 

the Regulation of Aerial Navigation signed at Paris on 

October 13, 1919 or the Convention on Commercial Avia­

tlon signed at Habana on February 20, 1928, if it is 

a party to either. As between contracting States, this 

Convention supersedes the Conventions of Paris and 

Habana previously referred to. 

Article .§1 

All aeronautical agreements which are in exist­

ence on the coming into force of this Convention, and 



Abrogation 
of incon­
sistent 
arrangements 

Registration 
of new 
arrangements 

wh1ch are between a contract1ng State and any other 

State or between an airline of a contracting State and 

any other State or the airline of any other State, 

shall be forthwith registered with the Council. 

Article §2 

The contracting States accept this Convention ae 

abrogating all obligations and understand1ngs between 

them which are inconsistent with its terms, and under­

take not to enter into any such obligations and under­

standing&. A contracting State which, before becom­

ing a member of the Organization has undertaken any 

obligations toward a non-contracting State or a 

national of a contracting State or of a non-contracting 

State inconsistent with the terms of this Convention, 

shall take immediate steps to procure its release 

from the obligations. If an airline of any contract­

ing State has entered into any such inconsistent 

obligations, the State of which it is a national shall 

use its best efforts to secure their termination forth­

with and shall in any event cause them to be termi­

nated as soon as such action can lawfully be taken 

after the coming into force of this Convention. 

Article � 

Subject to the provisions of the preceding 

Article, any contracting State may make arrangements 

not inconsistent with the provisions of this Conven­

tion. Any such arrangement shall be forthwith 

registered with the Council, which shall make it 

public as soon as possible. 



Settlement 

of disputes 

Arbitration 
procedure 

CHAPTER XVIII 

DISPUTES AND DEFAULT 

Art 1.cl e 84 

If any disagreement between two or more contract -

ing States relating to the interpretation or applica-

tion of this Convention and its Annexes cannot be 

settled by negotiation, lt shall, on the application 

of any State concPrned in the disagreement , be decided 

by the Council. No member of the Council shall vote 

in the consideration by the Council of any dispute to 

which it is a party. Any contracting State may, 

subject to Article 85, appeal from the decision of the 

Council to an ad hoc arbitral tribunal agreed upon 

with the other parties to the di spute or to the 

Permanent Court of I nternational Justice. Any such 

appeal shall be notified to the Council within sixty 

days of receipt of notification of the decision of 

the Council. 

Article 85 

If any contracting State party to a dispute in 

which the deci sion of the Council is under appeal has 

not accepted the Statute of the Permanent Court of 

International Justice and the contracting Stetes 

parties to the dispute cannot agree on the choice of 

the arbitral t ribunal, each of the contracting States 

parties to the dispu te shall name a singl e arbitrator 

who shall name an umpire. If either contra.ct ing 

State party to the dispute fails to name an arbitr at or 

within a period of three months from the date of the 

appeal , an arbitrator shall be named on behalf of 



Appeals 

Penalty for 
non-conform­
ity of air-
line 

that State by the President of the Council from a 

list of qualified and available persons maintained by 

the Council. If, within thirty days, the arbitrators 

cannot agree on an umpire, the President of the 

Council shell designate an umpire from the list pre­

viously referred to. The arbitrators and the umpire 

shall then Jointly constitute an arbitral tribunal. 

Any arbitral tribunal established under this or the 

preceding Article sha.ll settle its own procedure and 

give its decisions by maJority vote , provided that the 

Council may determine procedural questions in the 

event of any delay which in the opinion of the Council 

is excessive. 

Article 86 

Unless the Council decides otherwise, any deci­

sion by the Council on whether an international air­

line is operating in conformity with the provisions 

o! this Convention shall remain in effect unless re-

versed on appeal. On any other matter, decisions of 

the Council shall, if appealed from, be suspended 

until the appeal is decided. The decisions of the 

Permanent Court of International Justice and of an 

arbi tral tribune_l shall be final and binding. 

Article §1 

Each contracting State undertakes not to allow 

the operation of an airline of a contracting State 

through the airspace above its territory if the 

Council has decided that the airline concerned is not 

conforming to a fina.l decision rendered in accordance 

with the previous Article. 



Penalty for 
non-conform­
ity by State 

War and 
emergency 
condition. a 

Adoption and 
amend.1nent of 
Annexes 

Article 88 

The Assembly shall suspend. the voting power in 

the Assembly and in the Council of any contracting 

State that is found. in d.efa.ult under the provisions 

of this Chapter. 

CHAPTER XIX 

WAR 

Article 89 

In case of war, the provisions of this Conven-

tion shall not affect the freedom of action of any of 

the contracting States affected., whether as bellig-

erents or as neutrals. The same principle shall 

apply in the case of any contracting State which de-

cle.res a ste.te of national emergency and. notifies the 

fact to the Council. 

CHAPTER XX 

ANNEXES 

Article 90 

(a) The adoption by the Council of the Annexes 

described. in Article 54, subparagraph (1), shall 

require the vote of two-thirds of the Council at a 

meeting called. for that purpose and. shall then be sub-

mitted. by the Council to each contracting State. Any 

such Annex or any amendment of an Annex shall become 

effective within three months after its submission to 

the contracting States or at the end. of such longer 

period. of time as the Council may prescribe, unless 

in the meantime a majority of the contracting States 

register their disapproval with the Council. 



(b) The Council shall immediately notify all 

contracting States of the coming into force of any 

Annex or amendment thereto. 

CHAPTER XXI 

RATIFICATIONS, ADHERENCES, AMENDMENTS, AND DENUNCIATIONS 

Article � 

Ratifica­
tion of 
Convention 

Adherence 
to 
Convention 

( a) This Convention shall be subject to rati­

fication by the signatory States. The instruments 

of ratification shall be deposited in the archives 

of the Government of the United States of America, 

which shall give notice of the date of the deposit 

to each of the signatory and adhering States. 

(b) As soon as this Convention has been rati-

fled or adhered to by twenty-six States it shall 

come into force between them on the thirtieth day 

after deposit of the twenty-sixth instrument. It 

shall come into force for each State ratifying there­

after on the thirtieth day after the deposit of its 

instrument of ratification. 

( c ) It shall be the duty of the Government of 

the United States of America to notify the government 

of each of the signatory and adhering States of the 

date on which this Convention comes into force. 

Article 92 

{ a) This Convention shall be open for adher­

ence by members of the United Nations and States as­

sociated with them, and States which remained 

neutral during the present world conflict. 



Admission of 
other States 

Amendment 
of 
Convention 

(b) Adherence snall be effected by a notifica­

tion addressed to the Government of the United States 

of America and shall take effect as from the thir-

tieth day from the receipt of the notification by the 

Government of the United States of America, which 

sh�ll notify all the contracting States. 

Articl� � 

States other than those provided for in Articles 

91 and 92(a) may, subject to approval by any general 

international organization set up by the nations of 

the world to preserve pea.ce, be admitted to partici-

pation in this Convention by means of a four-fifths 

vote of the Assembly and on such condi t1ons a.s the 

Assembly may prescribe: provided that in each case 

the assent of any StRte invaded or attacked during 

the present war by the State seelcing admission sha.ll 

be necessary. 

Article E!..1 

(a) Any proposed amendment to this Convention 

must be approved by a two-thirds vote of the Assembly 

and shall then come into force in respect of States 

which have ratified such amendment when ratified by 

the number of contracting States specified by the 

Assembly. The number so specified shall not be less 

than two-thirds of the total number of contracting 

States. 

(b) If in its opinion the amendment is of such 

a nature as to justify this course, the Assembly in 



Denunciation 
of 
Convention 

its resolution recommending adoption may provide that 

any State which has not ratified within a specified 

period after the amendment has come into force shall 

thereu9on cease to be a member of the Organization 

and a pa�ty to the Convention. 

Article 95 

(a) Any contracting State may give notice of 

denunciation of this Convention three years after its 

coming into effect by notification addressed to the 

Government of the United States of America, which 

shall at once inform each of the contracting States. 

(b) Denunciation shall take effect one year 

from the date of the receipt of the notification and 

shall operate only as regards the State effecting the 

denunciation. 

sion: 

CHAl?TER XXII 

DEFINITIONS 

Article 96 

For the purpose of this Convention the expres-

(a) "Air service" means any scheduled air 

service performed by aircraft for the public 

transport of passengers, mall or cargo. 

{b) "International air service" means an 

air service which passes through the air space 

over the territory of more than one State. 

(c) ,. Airline11 means any air transport 

enterprise offering or operating an interna­

tional air service. 



(d) "Stop for non-traffic purposes11 

means a landing for any purpose other than 

taking on or discharging passengers, cargo or 

mail. 

SIGNATURE OF CONVENTION 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned plenipotentiaries, having 

been duly authorized, sign this Convention on behalf of their 

respective governments on the dates appearing opposite their 

signatures. 

DONE at Chicago the seventh day of December 1944, in the 

English language. A text drawn up in the English, French, and 

Spanish langu.�,ges, each of which shall be of equal authenticity, 

shall be open for signature at Washington, D. C. Both texts shall 

be deposited in the archives of the Government of the United States 

of America, and certified copies shall be transmitted by that 

Government to the governments of all the States which may sign or 

a.dhere to this Convention. 
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FOR ICELAND: 

FOR INDIA� 

FOR mAQs / 
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FOR LIBERIA: 

POB WXEDOURO: 

IJ !!_ lffr 

FOB THE BrHERI.AlfDS 1 



FOR THE��� 

FOR li0RWAY1 //_ #_ . .-• 

'rl �� .,._, 4 .._ /� ilo..A.. 

FOR P AN.UU.a 
The Delegation aS·· the Re�eJie or Panama signs this Convention 
14 referendum, and subJect to the tollowing reservations: -

1. Because or its strategic position and responsibilit7 
in the protection or the means ot comawnicatlon in its terri­
tory! which are ot the ut110st importance to world trade, aDd 
vita to tbe detense ot the Western Hemisphere, tbe Republic 
ot Panama reserves tbe right to take with respect to all 
flights through the aiP·space above Its territory, all meas­
ures which 1n its Judgment may be proper tor its own security 
or the protection ot said means or commun.lcation. 

2. !he Republic ot Panama understands that the technical 
annexes to which reference la made in the Convention constitute 
reco•eadations only, and not binding obligations. 
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FOR THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA: 
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FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF 

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND: 
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FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AAERICA: 

FOR URUGUAY: 
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FOR YUGOSLAVIA: / 

FOR DDliARKt 

POR !HAILAHDs 
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