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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer Information

Name Ho Quang Tri Private Enterprise

Granted to Date
of previous ex-
tension

09/01/2021

Address NO 196 TINH LO 8 ROAD
SOC TRANG PROVINCE
HA BO HAMLET, TAI VAN WARD, TRAN DE DIST, SO 0
VIET NAM

Attorney informa-
tion

SHIMA ROY
BAKER & MCKENZIE LLP
300 E. RANDOLPH STREET
SUITE 5000
CHICAGO, IL 60601
UNITED STATES
Primary Email: chiusptomail@bakermckenzie.com
Secondary Email(s): shima.roy@bakermckenzie.com,
meri.mclaughlin@bakermckenzie.com
312-861-8005

Docket Number 210767

Applicant Information

Application No. 90009521 Publication date 05/04/2021

Opposition Filing
Date

08/30/2021 Opposition Peri-
od Ends

09/01/2021

Applicant I&T ENTERPRISE, INC.
1635 S SAN GABRIEL BL
SAN GABRIEL, CA 91776
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 030. First Use: 2020/07/01 First Use In Commerce: 2020/07/01
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Rice

Grounds for Opposition

The mark is merely descriptive Trademark Act Section 2(e)(1)

The mark is generic Trademark Act Sections 1, 2 and 45

Attachments ST25 Notice of Opposition.pdf(119793 bytes )

https://estta.uspto.gov


ST25 Exhibits A-C.pdf(3750182 bytes )
ST25 Exhibits D - E.pdf(4351649 bytes )

Signature /Shima Roy/

Name SHIMA ROY

Date 08/30/2021



 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

In the matter of trademark application Serial No.: 90/009,521 
Mark: ST25 
Published in the Official Gazette on May 4, 2021  
 
 
Ho Quang Tri Private Enterprise,  
 
 Opposer  Opposition No.:  

  
 v.  
  
I&T Enterprise, Inc.,  
  
 Applicant.  
 

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

Commissioner for Trademarks  
P.O. Box 1451 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1415 
 

TO THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

Opposer, Ho Quang Tri Private Enterprise ("Opposer"), a Vietnamese 

company with its headquarters at No 196 Tinh Lo 8 Road, Ha Bo Hamlet, Tai Van 

Ward, Tran De District, Soc Trang Province, Vietnam, hereby brings this Opposition 

against I&T Enterprise, Inc. ("Applicant") for its Application Serial No. 90009521 

seeking registration of the mark ST25 (the "Application" or "Applied-for Mark"). 



 

 

Opposer believes it has been or will be damaged by registration of the Applied-for 

Mark and therefore opposes the same.  

As grounds for this Opposition, Opposer alleges: 

THE APPLICATION AT ISSUE 

1. On information and belief, Applicant is a California corporation having 

an address of 1635 S San Gabriel BL, San Gabriel, California, United States, 91776. 

2. On June 18, 2020, Applicant filed an application for the mark ST25, 

which was assigned Serial No. 90009521. 

3. The Application for ST25 was filed as an intent-to-use application and 

was subsequently amended on January 5, 2021, to allege use. 

4. At the time of publication, the Application covered the following good, 

"rice" in U.S. Class 46, which is the subject to this Notice of Opposition (the 

"Applied-for Good"). 

5. The Application was published for opposition on May 4, 2021. 

6. Opposer filed extensions of time to oppose on June 1, 2021, and July 6, 

2021. 

7. This Notice of Opposition is timely filed. 

THE APPLIED-FOR MARK 

8. Mr. Ho Quang Cua, Opposer's consultant, is the creator and owner of 

ST25, a species of rice that originated in Vietnam. 



 

 

9. The Applied-for Mark, ST25, is a scientific varietal name for the rice 

grain, which is currently protected in Vietnam under the Plant Variety Protection 

Certificate No. 21.VN.2020 issued by the Department of Crop Production on April 

6, 2020.  See Exhibit A. 

10. The Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development for the Socialist 

Republic of Vietnam has also recognized the Applied-for Mark, ST25, as a fragrant 

rice variety.  See Exhibit B. 

11. The Deputy Head of the Intellectual Property Office of Vietnam has 

publicly stated that ST25 cannot be trademarked because it is a generic plant variety. 

12. ST25 is a varietal name for a species of rice and is not registrable, 

including pursuant to TMEP §1202.12. 

13. Numerous third party websites refer to ST25 as a variety of rice.  

See Group Exhibit C. 

14. The Rice Trader officially approved Opposer to use its well-

known award "World's Best Rice" logo for the ST25 rice.  In its statement, The 

Rice Trader also confirmed that in 2019, at the 11th annual TRT World Rice 

Conference held November 11th-13th in Manila, Philippines, Vietnam won – 

for the first time in history – this award with the ST25 rice.  See Exhibit D. 



 

 

15. Opposer has a strong interest in preserving the integrity of the rice 

variety ST25 and protecting consumers. 

16. Opposer will be damaged by the registration of ST25 in that the 

registration could impair Opposer’s rights to the use of generic and descriptive 

terminology.  A registration of ST25 would allow Applicant to argue that Applicant 

has at least a prima facie exclusive right to prevent others, including Opposer, from 

using ST25, and would allow Applicant to attempt to assert exclusive rights in this 

generic and descriptive term against other users, including Opposer, of the same or 

similar generic and descriptive terms.  Applicant's registration of ST25 would limit 

Opposer’s and others’ freedom to use this generic and descriptive term by purporting 

to assert proprietary rights in it and to remove it from the public domain. 

17. Accordingly, Opposer has a real interest in preventing this harm from 

occurring and has standing to oppose the Application. 

Count I - Genericness 

18. The allegations of paragraphs 1-17 are incorporated as if fully stated 

herein. 

19. The Applied-for Mark is the varietal rice name of the goods identified 

in the Application, and is therefore generic. 



 

 

20. The Applied-for Mark is a commonly used term by the consuming 

public to refer to a variety of rice. 

21. The Applied-for Mark is used in a generic sense in various articles and 

informational websites that are readily available to consumers in the United States.  

For example, Wikipedia categorizes ST25 as a "rice variety."  See Exhibit E.  

22. On information and belief, the relevant purchasing public in the United 

States perceives the Applied-for Mark as indicating a variety of rice.  The relevant 

purchasing public understands the Applied-for Mark primarily as the common or 

class name for the goods identified in the Application. 

23. The Applied-for Mark is generic and cannot function as a trademark 

under Sections 1, 2, and 45 of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 1051, 1052, and 1127. 

Count II - Descriptiveness 

24. The allegations of paragraphs 1-23 are incorporated as if fully stated 

herein. 

25. The Applied-for Mark is commonly understood to refer to the goods 

identified in the Application, namely, rice. 



 

 

26. The Applied-for Mark, ST25, when used in the context of the identified 

goods, immediately connotes a characteristic of the goods – that is, ST25 is a variety 

of rice. 

27. The Applied-for Mark is merely descriptive under Section 2(e)(1) of 

the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(e)(1). 

WHEREFORE, Opposer respectfully requests that the Board refuse the 

Application assigned Serial No. 90009521, that no registration be issued to 

Applicant, and that this Opposition be sustained in favor of Opposer. 

The Office is authorized to debit Deposit Account No. 501649 for the fee due 

for filing this Notice of Opposition and any other associated fees.  

Dated: August 30, 2021    Respectfully submitted,  

      /Shima S. Roy/    
      Baker Mckenzie LLP 
      David J. Davis 
      Shima S. Roy 
      300 E. Randolph St. 
      Chicago, Illinois 60601 
      (312) 861-8005 
      david.davis@bakermckenzie.com 

shima.roy@bakermckenzie.com 
       
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

EXHIBIT A 







 
 
 
 

 
 

 

EXHIBIT B 



















 
 
 
 

 
 

 

EXHIBIT C 































 
 
 
 

 
 

 

EXHIBIT D 



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9287 Midway  
Durham, CA 95938 
P: 530.345.4140 
F: 530.345.4747 

 International 

Commodity 

 Institute 

Farm & Trade  
Inc. 

THE RICE 

TRADER 

RiceToday 

ICI World     
Conferences 

The authoritative voice for weekly rice industry analysis and trade information. 

-www.thericetrader.com- 

May 26, 2021 

The Rice Trader 

www.thericetrader.com 

(530) 345-4140 

 

For Immediate Release:  

 

First Vietnamese Enterprise got official approval from The Rice Trader to use its 

copyright “World’s Best Rice” award logo for marketing and trading purpose! 

 

The Rice Trader in this press release announces and congratulates Ho Quang Tri 

Private Enterprise as the first Vietnamese company for its respect and honesty toward 

the use of our international well-known award “World’s Best Rice” trademark after 

fulfilling all the necessary agreements. This exclusive award has been organized annually 

in the framework of the World Rice Conference for twelve years continuously, by The 

Rice Trader as the sole proprietor and creator of this contest. This Worlds’ Best Rice 
contest was developed by our founder, as a passion project to reward the world players 

for their significant contribution to the world rice industry. Those responsible for 

development of ST25 are part of the group that deserve recognition. 

 

In 2019, at the 11th annual TRT World Rice Conference held November 11th-13th in 

Manila, Philippines, Vietnam won – for the first time in history – this award with the 

ST25 rice. We recognized the country’s success among over 600 members of the 
industry, including speakers, sponsors, and delegates, at the largest event of the global 

rice industry and trade. This event is indeed an international recognition of the prestige 

of the national rice industry that Vietnam won for its development of rice varieties and 

quality for years of hard work. Vietnam also came in second place at the 2020 contest. 

     

Secondly, The Rice Trader would declare its official warning to other Vietnamese 

companies for proper respect when using our copyright “World’s Best Rice” logo in their 
rice packages found in the markets. This is an illegal use of the intellectual property rights 

and regulations of the “World’s Best Rice” logo. Players entering the contest 

acknowledge they have no right to use without permission and that the winning country 

is set to comply with the contest’s commitments. Without proper resolution to this action, 
those company names will be publicized for the effects they had on the overall industries 

direction. Additionally, our organization takes this so seriously that the country could 

even lose its right to participate in this contest in the following years. It is our firm belief 

that those who create value should be rewarded and this has always been our intention in 

the running this contest. 

 

The Rice Trader. 
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