Patent and Petty Patent in Laos

Patent opposition in Laos - What types of patent opposition procedure are available
in Laos?

Laos operates a pre-grant opposition system which is available to both invention patent and utility innovation
petit patent. Under Article 13 of Decision 1714/MOST, any interested party may oppose the grant of an
invention (patent) or a utility innovation (petit patent) within 90 days of the application being officially published
in the official gazette for the registration of industrial property.
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1. Time-limit:

You may file a Notice of Opposition to a patent or petty patent application in Laos within 90 (ninety) days from
the publication date in the official gazette for the registration of industrial property.

2. Required documents:

The documents shall be completed according to the form template provided by DIP and service charge paid.
An opposition must comprise the following documents: (i) A Notice of Opposition to a patent or petty patent
application; (ii) supporting documents and evidence clarifying the opposition; and (iii) Payment receipt of
service charges.

3. Opposition proceedings:

DIP will handle a Notice of Opposition to a patent/petit patent application in the following processes:

0] DIP shall promptly notify the applicant for a patent or petty patent of the opposition upon the receipt of
the opposition request;
(i) The applicant shall submit his/her explanation along with information and evidence supporting its

invention or utility innovation with the Department of Intellectual Property within sixty days form the
date of the notification regarding the opposition request;

(iii) DIP shall also make a copy of the notification to the proposer of the objection;
(iv) DIP shall consider the explanation, information and evidence submitted;
(v) In the event that the information and evidence of the proposer of the opposition or the applicant for

patent or petty patent rights are not complete or unclear, DIP shall invite both parties to clarify or show
additional evidence or information;

(vi) DIP shall examine the opposition based on evidence in hand, if the applicant for patent or petty patent
rights or the proposer of the opposition does not come to clarify or show their evidence or give more
information within 60 (sixty) days from the date of the invitation;

(vii) DIP shall notify the applicant for patent or petty patent rights or the proposer of the opposition the
result of examination along with the reasons;

(viii) DIP shall reject the application for patent or petty patent rights if it is considered that the opposition is
reasonable and has sufficient supporting evidence;

(ix) DIP shall continue to examine the application for patent or petty patent rights if it is considered that
the opposition is not reasonable and does not have sufficient supporting evidence;
) In the event that any party does not satisfy the consideration, he/she can make a request to the

Committee of the Department of Intellectual Property of Final Consideration within sixty days from the
date of naotification.

Apart from oppositions, are there any other ways to challenge a patent in Laos?

After the 90-day opposition period post publication, any interested party may need to wait until the grant of
patent and/or petit patent to file a cancellation/invalidation action. A third-party observation is not available in
Laos like some other countries.

KENFOX IP & LAW OFFICE, one of the professional IP service providers with the strongest and fastest
growth in patent services, offers a comprehensive range of IP services in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia,
Myanmar, and other Asian nations. KENFOX entered the list of the top ten patent filing companies at
IP Vietnam in 2019. In 2020 and 2021, KENFOX ranked among Vietnam's top 20 patent filing firms.
KENFOX is proud to be consistently voted "Boutique Trademark Law Firm of the Year in Vietham" by
major international organizations in 2021-2022 by Global Law Experts and "Laos IP Firm of the Year
for the 2021 Asia IP Awards" by Asia IP.
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Contact KENFOX IP & Law Office immediately if you need a professional intellectual property services
firm to assist you in developing your business in the proper direction.

By Nguyen Vu QUAN
Partner & IP Attorney
quannv@kenfoxlaw.com

Contact
KENFOX IP & Law Office

Building No. 6, Lane 12/93, Chinh Kinh Street, Nhan
Chinh Ward, Thanh Xuan District, Hanoi, Vietnam

Tel: +84 24 3724 5656
Email: info@kenfoxlaw.com / kenfox@kenfoxlaw.com
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