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How can I file a cancellation action against an industrial design in Laos? 

 

Entitlement: You or any third party has the right to submit a cancellation or elimination request of an industrial 
design registration within 05 (five) years as of the registration date in the publication in an official gazette for 
an industrial property registration with DIP. 

Grounds: Grounds for cancelling validity of industrial designs are provided in Article 45 of Lao IP Law as 
follows: 

(i) The term of protection is expired; 
(ii) The design owner fails to renew his design patent and pay the applicable fees and service charges; 
(iii) The design patent is invalidated based on a finding that one or more requirements for protection have not 

been satisfied; where such finding applies to only a portion of the industrial property, the termination shall 
apply only to such portion as is invalidated. In such case, the invalidation shall be effective as from the 
grant of the design registration; 

(iv) Failure to the commercial exploitation, the industrial property rights will be terminated after the final 
decision by the competent court. 
 

Special attention should be paid to the 4th ground of design cancellation/invalidation. After registration, you 
should use your industrial design in commercial activities in Laos. Otherwise, third parties can submit a 
cancellation request (within 5 years of the publication date of the registration) to terminate your industrial design 
on the grounds that you have failed to exploit it commercially 

Procedures to handle a design cancellation request in Laos:  

(i) DIP shall notify an industrial design owner when receiving the cancellation request from a third party. 
(ii) An industrial design owner is able to submit an explanation within 60 days from the issuance date of 

DIP’s notification. 
(iii) DIP shall issue the cancellation or an elimination letter of such an industrial design and inform the 

industrial design owner where an industrial design owner has not provided any explanation, which will be 
considered that the industrial design owner has consented to such a cancellation of their industrial design 
registration. 

(iv) DIP shall cancel or eliminate the industrial design registration where a third party has filed a complaint 
with the Lao People’s Court and that the Court’s judgement has been passed to cancel or eliminate such 
an industrial design registration according to the provisions of Article 139 of Lao IP Law. 

(v) DIP shall notify the result of a cancellation of such to the industrial design owner or the petitioner/requester 
of the design cancellation. 

(vi) DIP shall make a record in the database and publicize such cancellation in the official gazette for an 
industrial property registration. 

 

KENFOX IP & LAW OFFICE, one of the professional IP service providers with the strongest and fastest 
growth in patent services, offers a comprehensive range of IP services in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, 
Myanmar, and other Asian nations. KENFOX entered the list of the top ten patent filing companies at 
IP Vietnam in 2019. In 2020 and 2021, KENFOX ranked among Vietnam's top 20 patent filing firms. 
KENFOX is proud to be consistently voted "Boutique Trademark Law Firm of the Year in Vietnam" by 
major international organizations in 2021-2022 by Global Law Experts and "Laos IP Firm of the Year 
for the 2021 Asia IP Awards" by Asia IP. 
 
Contact KENFOX IP & Law Office immediately if you need a professional intellectual property services 
firm to assist you in developing your business in the proper direction. 

 
By Nguyen Vu QUAN 
Partner & IP Attorney 
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Contact 

KENFOX IP & Law Office 

Building No. 6, Lane 12/93, Chinh Kinh Street, Nhan 
Chinh Ward, Thanh Xuan District, Hanoi, Vietnam 

Tel: +84 24 3724 5656 

Email: info@kenfoxlaw.com / kenfox@kenfoxlaw.com 
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